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Let’s Live Well: Stronger Spaces Fund
Small Grants

Grants of up to £1000 for Whitefield VCSE groups to help them make a difference in their local neighbourhood.
Who can apply?
Applicants must be constituted as a voluntary, community or social enterprise (VCSE) organisation. You must also:
· Be based in the Whitefield neighbourhood comprising of Besses, Pilkington Park and Unsworth
· Have an organisational Bank Account with 2 signatories who are not related to each other OR have a supporting organisation that can provide a holding account
· Be fully up to date with grant reporting to Bury VCFA
· Be able to submit a fully completed application by the 11th of September
For this fund applicant organisations must either:
· Own the building, or
· Permission from the landlord/owner of the land or property you intend to work on 
About this funding

This funding is for the provision of capital grants that will enable VCSE organisations in Whitefield to improve, adapt or better use community buildings and spaces. We recognise the importance of supporting spaces that are welcoming, inclusive, sustainable and community led. By improving spaces that are central to neighbourhoods and facilitiating their important work locally this grant will strengthen communities and improve lives for people in Whitefield.

The main aim of this funding is to help improve community spaces in line with the Live Well Hallmarks and to support the boroughs LET’S Strategy ambitions. Additional information outlining Live Well’s emerging hallmarks for Centres, Spaces, Offers and Neighbourhoods across Greater Manchester (GM) can be found here.

The key themes that have been identified for this grant and examples of eligible projects include:

Making Spaces More Inclusive
· Disabled access ramps, toilets, internal layout changes
· Improved signage, lighting, safety upgrades
· Hearing loops, sensory adaptations
· Refreshing communal areas to create a more welcoming space


Digitally Enabling the Space
· Enabling open use Wi-Fi 
· Audio Visual equipment to support the delivery of activities 

Increasing The Ability to Meet Community Needs
· Kitchen upgrades enabling food or social programmes
· Storage solutions to allow multiuse
· Equipment fixed to the building or land (e.g. dividers, greenhouse for community growing)

Supporting Climate Sustainability
· Energy efficiency measures (lighting, insulation)
· Improving outdoor areas or community green spaces
· Works that reduce venue running costs and improve viability

How much can you apply for?
Individual organisations can apply for up to £1,000. 

If you are seeking a larger amount please consider our large grants programme. But please note you can apply to either the large or small grants programme but NOT both.

How many organisations will be successful?
We have a funding pot of approximately £10,000, so we anticipate funding up to10 projects.

Is there anything I can’t apply for?
· Major new builds or large-scale refurbishments this would include building extensions, new builds, CCTV installation as well as contributions to larger scale appeals or works.
· Funding for work or activities that have already taken place (retrospective funding)
· Places of worship including graveyards and religious monuments – this funding can only be used to support public access and the community based work of faith based organisations.
· Historic monuments and statues including cenotaphs
· Projects with limited public benefit e.g. staff rooms or private office spaces
· Funding for debt repayment or general operating costs.
· Scheduled or routine maintenance works to boilers, fixtures and fittings. 
· Regular inspection surveys or reports. 
· Purely decorative works without a clear community benefit
· Items that are easily removable from a property, such as soft furnishings, are not typically funded. However, essential items like tables and chairs will be considered.
· Purchase of vehicles or the development / improvements of car parks
· Replacement of historic fabric with new materials unless supported by your statutory heritage body e.g. Historic England.

What policies / other documentation are required?
All organisations will be expected to have the following in place at the time of application:

a) a bank account in the organisation’s name with at least two unrelated signatories
b) Buildings Insurance (If leasing, this may be covered in your tenancy)
c) Public Liability Insurance  
d) Appropriate risk assessments in place
e) Proof of ownership or Permission from the landlord/owner of the land/property you intend to work  (attached with your application) 

We expect all organisations to have relevant policies and insurance in place at the time of application. 

What support is available to applicants?
If you have any questions or concerns about completing the application form, or you would like to discuss your application with a member of the team, please contact grants@buryvcfa.org.uk 

Accessibility - We want our grants programme to be accessible to everyone. If any part of our application process is a barrier to applying, please contact the Grants Team at grants@buryvcfa.org.uk 


Broader support to organisations
The Bury VCFA Capacity Building Team provides practical support to VCSE organisations with developing policies, accessing volunteers, and accessing wider funding. For further information, visit our website at: www.buryvcfa.org.uk/funding-and-development 

You can also contact the team via - fundinganddevelopment@buryvcfa.org.uk / 0161 518 5550

How to apply
Organisations that wish to apply will need to complete the application form and submit it by email to grants@buryvcfa.org.uk 

When is the closing date for applications?
The fund will close to applications on the 11th of September.

How will applications be assessed?
Upon receipt of applications, Bury VCFA will conduct several eligibility checks. An independent panel will score all eligible applications anonymously. 

Each panel has a minimum of three members, comprising our partners, e.g., Bury Council (who cannot form more than 50% of the panel), community assessors who are representatives from organisations previously funded by Bury VCFA (who haven’t applied this time), or individuals with lived experience. No Bury VCFA Staff are involved in the process—we chair, support and facilitate but do not have a vote.

The assessment panel will meet to agree on the awards and provide feedback to unsuccessful applicants.

When will we hear the outcome?
All applicants will be informed by email within 8 weeks of the closing date. Unsuccessful applicants will be provided with a summary of feedback from the assessment panel.

If successful, when will we receive the grant?
On receipt of an offer letter from Bury VCFA, organisations will be given the money within 28 working days of the award letter. 

For organisations that have not received a grant from Bury VCFA before (or changed bank account since their last award) we will also require proof of bank details, for example a scan or photo of a bank statement or paying-in slip.  Payment will not be made until this is completed.

On receipt of these documents, Bury VCFA will then issue the grant by bank transfer. The full grant amount will be paid upfront.

How long will we have to spend the grant?
All organisations receiving a grant will have up to 12 months to complete their project and spend the funding.

What are the reporting requirements?
All projects will be required to submit an end-of-project report within one month of project completion that captures outcomes of the works that have been completed. This could be pictures of what the space looks like before and after investment, a summary of the impact it has had in the local community or a case study evidencing the impact of the investment.
You are not expected to provide receipts with your monitoring.  However, we reserve the right to complete a financial audit of your grant, which includes checking evidence of spend, which could include receipts.  We will be conducting interim monitoring visits on a number of projects.
While we hope the project is incredibly successful, we encourage groups to be innovative and know it involves taking risks. In the event of a project not delivering what was hoped, we still want to capture learning and support from your organisation.  Therefore, please contact us as soon as possible to discuss any issues with your project.
Any further questions?
Please contact the Bury VCFA Grants Team by phone 0161 518 5550 or email grants@buryvcfa.org.uk 
Completing Application Form 
About your organisation
Question 1) – Please give the full name of your organisation – no abbreviations. 

Question 2) – Please give the registered address of your organisation. If you don’t have a registered address, please provide the address of your Chair.

Question 3) – Please give your organisation’s turnover for the last full financial year.

Question 4) – Please tell us how your organisation is constituted. Examples are provided below:

· Unincorporated Association or Community Group
· Company Limited by Guarantee
· Registered Charity
· Charitable Incorporated Organisation
· Community Interest Company        
· Community Benefit Society      
· Cooperative Society
· Other (give details)

Please note:
· All organisations must be not-for-private-profit
· Companies Limited by Guarantee must have an ‘asset lock’ to prevent the transfer of assets to individuals
· Some charities will also be a company limited by guarantee 
· PTAs / Parent Teacher Associations are only eligible if they fall into one of the categories above.

Question 5) – Please give your organisation number (i.e. registered with the Charity Commission or Companies House). Please note that unincorporated organisations / community groups will not have an organisation number.

Question 6) – Please include the address of the space that the investment application is for. Please note that this fund is for spaces and places based in the Whitefield neighbourhood
	Areas
	Wards

	Whitefield
	Besses
Pilkington Park
Unsworth



Contact Information
Question 7) – Please give the name of the lead contact for this application/project. They will be the primary point of contact for all matters relating to this application and the project if successful.

Payment details

Question 8) – Please provide details of your organisation’s bank account (account name, number and sort code). The name of the account should match your organisational name.

Question 9) – We expect all organisations to have relevant policies in place at the time of application. If you need advice or support on developing policies, please see the ‘What support is available to applicants?’ section above.

As referenced earlier applicants must either: 
· Own the building, or
· Permission from the landlord/owner of the land or property you intend to work on 
Evidence of this should be attached with your application. This could be a evidence of ownership such as deeds, your tenancy agreement demonstrating you can do the work or simply a letter from your landlord/owner supporting the grant and the work your proposing.
Groups are also expect to have relevant insurance and risk assessments in place.

Question 10) – Please give a brief brief summary / describe the works that will take place if your application is successful. This will be used in our publicity to publicise the award. (250 words max)

Question 11) – Please give your proposed project start and finish dates. Realistically, the earliest that projects can commence is in November, with all funded works ending within 12 months of the award.

Question 12) – How does your space currently serve the local community in Whitefield? This funding is to support the people of Whitefield to Live Well and priority will be given to proposals that show genuine community connection and public benefit.

Question 13) – How is the work going to make a difference? What will be the impact of the investment for the space and the local community? We want to hear about the difference it will make not just to you as a group put the local people who use your building or space on a regular basis. For example: Will it help your group be more sustainable or offer better services? Is it in response to request from residents? Does it help you reach more people? 

Question 14) – Please give an overview of what the money will be used on by describing each item and breaking down your calculation so we can see how you’ve arrived at the cost for each item.

See some examples below.

Example 1
Acceptable: 	Plumber @ £150 for a half day booking (toilet removal and replacement)
Not acceptable: 	Workmen = £150

Example 2
Acceptable: 		Kitchen Paint @ £35/ 5ltr tin x 2 = £70
Not acceptable: 	Materials = £70

Example 3
Acceptable: 		Kitchen Cabinet Doors (50x70cm) @£56/ea x 6 = £336
Not acceptable: 	Kitchen Doors = £336

Important: If successful, it will be your responsibility to ensure that all spending is evidenced and does not exceed the limits set out in this guidance.

Declaration
Please confirm that you have read the Terms and Conditions of this grant by giving the name and role of the lead applicant.
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